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ALEXANDER D UM AS

CONTEST

MAY

NUMBER

192

M ay , 1925

OPPORTUNITY

that Ea>t High has met the standards set in hygienic
conditions, laboratory and library facilities, units of
graduation, tone and spirit, salary, qualifications of prin
cipal and teachers, periods per teacher, pupil teacher
ratio and problem of studies and adequacy of teaching
staff.
• • •
Countee Cullen has been elected to Phi Beta Kappa,
honorary scholarship fraternity, by the New York Uni
versity chapter. M r. Cullen has won many prizes
for poetry. While in high school his poem "I Have a
Rendezvous with Life" took a prize offered by the
Federation of Women's Clubs; he has won second
place in the last two contests conducted by the Poetry
Society of America for undergraduate verse, and also
the second prize in the Witter Bynner undergraduate
poetry contest. Vanity Fair, in its June issue, i> devot
ing an entire page to the poems of Countee Cullen, Har
per Brothers is publishing in the fall the first collection of
his poems.
Other Negroes admitted this year to Phi Beta Kappa
are : Emile Holley, at Middlebury College, Middlelmry,
Vermont; Mortimer W eaver at Williams College,W ash
ington. I). C., and Walter R. Thornhill at the University
of Illinois.

>59

Mrs. Anna J. Cooper of the Dunbar High School,
Washington, D. C., has recently returned from abroad,
where she received her degree of Doctor of Philosophy
from the Sorbonne in Paris.
A t a general assembly of faculty and students of
Dunbar High School, Washington, D. C., Cortez W.
Peters was awarded the Underwood diamond medal
emblem for accuracy and speed in a typing test given
at the Washington office of the Underwood Typewriter
Company during March. M r. Peters is a graduate of
the Department of Business practice of Dunbar High
School, and in the test maintained a net speed of one
hundred nine five-stroke words a minute for thirty
minutes, the requirement to qualify being only one
hundred words a minute. In addition to the Under
wood Diamond Medal, Mr. Peters has won the Wood
stock Gold Jewelled Pin, Royal Gold Medal, Reming
ton Certificate, Remington Standard No. 12 Typewriter,
Underwood Certificate, Underwood Gold Button, Order
Accurate Typists, Underwood Accurate Typists Gold
Engraved Certificate, Underwood Bronze Medal, Un
derwood Silver Medal and the Underwood Gold Medal.
As coaching speed typist for the various awards of the
different companies, he is concerned with the problems
that confront others interested in the tests.

M rs . A n s a J . C ooper

Roland Hayes is the tenth assignee to receive the
Spingarn medal, awarded each year to the American of
African descent who has to his credit some notable
achievement. Others thus honored have been: Dr.
E. E. Just, biologist, Howard University; the late Colo
nel Charles E. Young. United States A rm y; Harry T.
Burleigh, composer; J . Stanley Braithwaite. poet; .Archi
bald H. Grimke. author; W . E. B. Du Bois, author;
Charles E. Gilpin, actor; the late M ary B . Talbert;
Profgessor George W. Carver, scientist, Tuskegee.
The award, which was instituted in 1914, is the gift
of J . E. Spingarn, treasurer of the N. A. A. C. I\, a.nd
was presented to Mr. Hayes by Walter Damrosch. di
rector of the New York Symphony Orchestra. The
medal was awarded to M r. Hayes last year, but due
to his absence abroad, was not presented to him per
sonally until this year.
•

•

•

Burnedene Mason, contralto, has recently made her
debut at Aeolian Hall, New York City, in a program
including five operatic numbers, a group of spirituals,
and miscellaneous songs. According to one of the
New York papers: “ Miss Mason gave evidence of a
voice of unusual quality, with a notably smooth and
rich tone ami lower notes of effective depth, as well
as interpretative skill. Her talent seemed, however,

lyric rather than dramatic, with a metallic timbre and
sense of effort invading her voice if pushed too far, as
was shown in some top notes of “ My Heart at Thy
Sweet Voice,” from “ Samsion et Delila.”
But Gretchaninoff's ‘The Captive' was well sung, likewise the
spirituals, arranged by H. T . Burleigh, and the song
‘Goin* Home.’ arranged by W. A. Fisher from the slow
movement of Dvorak's 'New World' symphony, with
the mellowness of the singer's tone displayed to ad
vantage in its sustained passages."
• • •
At the 135th Street Branch of the New York Public
Library, a special Negro department is being formed
for the collection and preservation of the literature,
historical records and art of the Negro race. Documents
on slavery, manuscripts of works by Negro writers and
musicians, books of all kinds on Africa and other homes
of the Negro race, biographical studies—in fact, all ma
terial that has a bearing on the Negro problem will
be within its scope.
The nucleus of such a collection lias been formed; a
number of books, type sketches made from life by Von
Aeuckterschell in Africa and other sketches by Negro
artists, a Copley print of the Shaw Memorial on Bos
ton Commons made especially for this library. Not the
least interesting thing in the library is the statue

